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Chapter division of authority manifestly should be that the
^L Governor-General should pardon for offences against
Commonwealth laws and the State Governors for
offences against State laws, including the criminal law.
In general the power has been delegated to pardon
persons condemned in the Dominions for offences com-
mitted outside them but triable therein by reason of
the admiralty jurisdiction of their courts, and in any
case a pardon given would not be questioned in the
Dominion.
To grant an amnesty is clearly now a matter of
ministerial discretion, and it rests with Parliaments to
decide how far convictions of treason or other crime
are to be treated as disqualifications for office or
membership of Parliament. A generous treatment has
had to be accorded to persons convicted of high treason
in the Union whose offences have been remitted by
Union Act.
Apart from the right of pardon of actual offences, it
is always open to a Dominion government to refrain
from prosecution and to stay proceedings on non-
governmental prosecutions by entering a nolle prosequi,
which, as in England, bars further action and is a
matter entirely within ministerial discretion.